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Peonies - Alec White   
Alec has always been keen on gardening, starting with 

growing vegetables as a child and getting a job at the 

local nursery watering 4,000 hanging baskets daily by 

the age of 12. Despite wishing to study botany at 

university he ended up studying law; but he returned 

to his growing passion when he bought a nursery in 

Bedfordshire some years later. Having tried his hand at 

bedding plants and perennials, he decided to focus 

on peonies having had his head turned by two 

stunning flowers one summer – he now grows 60,000 

plants per year (400 cultivars) on his 8 acres of land. He 

regularly exhibits peonies at the Harrogate, Malvern, Chelsea, 

Badminton and Sandringham shows. 

He gave us a ‘guided tour’ of his nursery and then talked about 

tree, herbaceous and intersectional peonies – these are a cross 

between a tree and herbaceous plant, first bred in Japan in the 

1950s. They tend to have a woody stem and lots of bigger flowers – 

up to 90 per plant. They can flower for 4-5 weeks and provide good 

autumn colour…. but they are pricey! 

Peonies by colour Good cut flowers include Flower types 

• Colour changing from pink 

through to lemon – Coral 

sunset 

• Pink – Bowl of beauty / 

Sarah Bernhardt 

• Red – Karl Rosenfield / Red 

Charm 

• Yellow – Claire de lune / 

Bartzella 

• Sarah Bernhardt 

• Bartzella 

• Dr Alex Fleming 

• Honey gold 

• Angel cheeks 

• Raspberry sundae 

• Command performance 

• Peter Brand 

 

For good cut flowers, pick 

when in soft bud (squishy like 

• Single – e.g. Otto Froebel 

• Double – e.g. Avalanche 

• Bomb – e.g. Purple spider 

• Japanese – e.g. White cap 

• Semi-double – e.g. Dinner 

plate 
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• Purple – Morning lilac / 

Sonoma amethyst 

a marshmallow) and 

immediately plunge into a 

bucket of water – they should 

last 7-10 days 

 

Peony facts 

• Most like full sun (Claire de Lune can tolerate some shade). 

• You can move peonies – but do so in Autumn and take care not to damage the roots. 

• There is no need to cover or protect them in winter – they need 15 weeks of coldness. 

• They are hardy to -20◦C. 

Top tips 

• TOP TIP – plant at the correct depth – not more than 1-2” below the surface. If it is too deep it will not 

flower. 

• They tend to thrive with neglect – plant them, leave them and don’t mulch and they will do well. 

• Cut back brown / dead leaves from mid-October. 

• Feed once or twice a year but don’t give liquid feed in the summer. 

• Water well (they form their buds in the summer). Make sure you water well in March-April to avoid 

getting dead buds. But – don’t get peonies too wet: they can be grown in any soil but it must be free 

draining. 

• There is no need to deadhead, but if you do, only cut off the head, not the stem. 

• Clay rich soil will enhance the colour intensity. 

• Cool weather maintains vibrant hues. 

• Afternoon shade slows fading. 

• Herbaceous and intersectional peonies have some of the strongest autumn colours. 

• If you spot peony wilt (an airborne disease around in mid-June to July), cut out the affected parts of 

the plant and then disinfect your secateurs. Help to avoid the issue by ensuring good air flow around 

the plant. 

• Plant supports are helpful for herbaceous varieties – position them in early spring before the plant gets 

too big. 

• Peonies grow best in the ground rather than pots although pot growing is possible. 

 

Should you wish to buy a peony or several, Alec advised that signing up for the newsletter on his website would give 

a code for 10% discount.  About us - Primrose Hall Peonies 

Claire Hodgson 

Next Meeting – Amersham in Bloom 

In addition to the AGM, we are delighted to announce that multi-award-winning Amersham in Bloom will 

be represented by Michelle Catanach, who will be joining us to 

share their story. No one can have failed to admire – and 

perhaps envy – the beautiful planting throughout Amersham, 

not least the fabulous Memorial Gardens. Michelle will give us an 

insight into the project, the work behind the displays, and how 

the community comes together to make Amersham bloom so 

brightly. 

 

 

http://www.csgga.org/
https://primrosehallpeonies.co.uk/about-us/
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Annual General Meeting - Thursday, 9th September 8.00 pm 

Our AGM will be held in the Memorial Hall at 8:00 pm. This is your Gardens Association, and we would love to 

see as many members as possible there. Reports and papers will be emailed in advance, or available from 

Hon. Secretary Gill Aikens (01494 873113 / gpaikens1@gmail.com). Please contact Gill if you wish to raise any 

points under AOB. 

We also warmly welcome new committee members—just a few meetings a year and a great way to make 

new friends while helping to keep the Association thriving.  

After many years of keeping our annual membership fee at £15, the Committee is recommending an increase 

to £20 for the first member from October 2025. This reflects the significant rise in our running costs, particularly 

the increased fees for our guest speakers.  We will, however, keep the fee for the second member at £5.00. 

 

Autumn Show at the AGM 

Exhibitors to arrive from 7.15pm Set up complete by 8.00pm  

As part of our AGM, we will be holding our Autumn Show.  The event is all about enjoyment and learning from 

one another, but we will be awarding prizes to those with the highest points. 

 

Please bring your exhibits to the Memorial Hall at 7:15 pm. While we may have some very talented gardeners 

among our members, the real pleasure comes from seeing what everyone has grown—no matter their level 

of experience.  So do join in the fun and try to bring along at least one exhibit! 

 
Class 1    Vase of Asters, 3 blooms 

Class 2    A spray of Fuchsia blooms,  

Class 3    Vase of Roses, 3 blooms, 1 variety 

Class 4    Chrysanthemums, 3 blooms of any kind, may be mixed  

Class 5    Any other flower from your garden, at least 3 stems, can be a mix of varieties  

Class 6    Dahlia, 3 blooms, 1 variety 

 lass 7    3 Apples, dessert or cooking, 1 cultivar 

Class 8    Any other fruit – quantity to depend on size ie berries, should be at least 15, melon only 1, pears 3, 

etc. (if in doubt ask!) 

Class 9    Tomatoes, 3 of the same variety or 1 truss if cherry, any type, with calyx in a dish  

Class 10  Trug or basket of salad plants, at least 3 varieties, not more than 60cm x 30 cm, judged for variety 

appearance and freshness   

Class 11  1 Pumpkin / Winter squash or Gourd 

Class 12  Cook’s Delight, trug or basket of mixed vegetables, at least 3 varieties not more than 60cm x 30 cm, 

judged for variety appearance and freshness 

Class 13  Flowering Pot Plant (in flower) can be indoor or outdoor, including bulbs & orchids (max pot size 8”) 

Class 14  Foliage Pot Plant – (No flowers) can be indoor or outdoor, max pot size 8 inches 

Class 15  Culinary herbs, 3 bunches of different kinds, not varieties, named and displayed in individual 

containers.   

Class 16  Mixed Foliage Display (No Flowering Material) in a vase or jug.  
Class 17  Cactus or succulent, pot no to exceed 20 cm 

Class 18 Bonsai tree, height from soil level not to exceed 30 cm  
Class 19 Carnivorous plant, any variety, pot not to exceed 15cm 

 

M’s Action Diary for September 

• Cut back day lilies 

• Rake up, or scarify, dead grass and moss on lawns and aerate.  

Reseed bare patches or lay turf.  Apply lawn sand or Autumn 

fertilizer. 

• Remove leaves from ponds. 

• Water aster plants, if necessary, to prevent mildew. 

• Prune summer flowering jasmine by cutting back to strong side 

shoots below the flower stems. 

• Tidy penstemons but do not trim back until March/April next year. 

http://www.csgga.org/
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• Plant Spring bulbs, except tulips, which should be planted in November. 

• Cut down border perennials when foliage starts to die back.  Lift and divide every three years. 

• Dig up, pot on and bring indoors, tender perennials such as pelargoniums.  

 

Green Gardening Tip – A Growing Threat 

Yellow-legged Hornet  The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and the British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) are 

raising awareness about the invasive Yellow-legged (Asian) hornet, a serious threat to UK pollinators. These 

hornets prey on honeybees and can devastate colonies, disrupting ecosystems and food production. 

How to Identify It:  Look for a dark body, yellow legs, and a yellow band on the fourth 

abdominal segment. Unlike the native European hornet, it is smaller and has an orange 

face. 

What to Do if You Spot One: 

• Do not disturb the nest. 

• Take a photo, if safe. 

• Report sightings via the Asian Hornet Watch app or email: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. 

The RHS and BBKA stress that early detection is key—your report could help protect pollinators across the UK. 
Use this link to Identify & Report Yellow-Legged Asian Hornet | British Beekeepers Association 

Outing to Sheffield Park Gardens & Bluebell Railway 

 

On Wednesday 22nd October we’re heading to the 

beautiful Sheffield Park and Garden, renowned for its 

breathtaking autumn colours and impressive ‘Champion’ 

trees. It’s a wonderful chance to enjoy the vibrant seasonal 

displays and explore one of the country’s finest landscape 

gardens.  Our visit also includes a heritage steam journey on 

the Bluebell Line, with a short stop at East Grinstead for 

refreshments and shopping. 

Cost: £42.50 (NT members) / £59.50 (non-members)  (Full 

details attached.) 

 

 Your CSGGA Committee 
Chairman and Membership Secretary:   

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482 

brionywickendke@hotmail.com 

  

Secretary:  

Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA  01494 874511 

margaretrdykes@btinternet.com 

 

Committee Members: 

Claire Hodgson   

Mary Holloway  01494 875793 

Vicky Mogford  07876 563980 

Eleanor O’Connor 01494 875646 

Sam Patel  sumitrardpatel@outlook.com 
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