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Inside this Issue Visit to Church Gardens, Harefield
. . On a beautiful sunny evening, 33 members visited
e Visitto Church Gord?ns ) Church Gardens in Harefield for a fruly memorable
e Next Month's Meeting - Growing | experience. The owner and head gardener, Kay, along

Peonies, Alec White with her architect husband Patrick, has spent years
e M’'s Monthly Action Diary transforming what was once an overgrown and

e Green Gardening Tip of the Month neglected wilderness into a stunning and franquil garden
retreat. Their shared vision and dedication are evident in

every corner of this remarkable space.

We were privileged that Kay and her family had graciously agreed to open the garden exclusively for us in
the evening—especially since it is normally only open to the public on Sundays. After a warm welcome and
brief introduction, Kay personally led us on a guided tour of the '
grounds.

As we wandered through the garden, we were struck by ifs
thoughtful layout, varied planting, and the sense of discovery it
offered. Around every corner, there was something unexpected to
admire—whether it was a hidden sculpture, a beautifully designed
border, or a carefully preserved architectural feature. Most unusual
were the organ pipes interspersed among the plants, reflecting
Kay’'s role as the organist at the neighbouring church. The tour was
not only visually delightful but also rich in history and horticultural
insight, generously shared by Kay with passion and expertise.

Adding to the charm of the evening, we were treated to delicious
homemade cakes—coffee and walnut, and lemon and lime—
served by Kay's twin daughters. The sweet treats were thoroughly
enjoyed by all and added a lovely, personal touch to the visit.

It was a real revelation to many of us that such a beautiful and
historic garden exists right on our doorstep, yet remains little known to many. The evening was a perfect blend
of relaxation, inspiration, and appreciation for the hard work and creativity that has brought Church Gardens
to life.
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M’s Action Diary for August

Give lawns an Autumn feed to boose growth before cold weather sefs in.

Plant hyacinth bulbs for indoor display

In the next few weeks purchase hardy perennials, roses, deciduous frees and shrubs as they are best
planted during Autumn while the soil is warm.

Take penstemon cuttings and semi-ripe cuttings from flowering shrubs

Tidy heucheras by frimming back old flower stems and tatty leaves

Keep deadheading faded flowers from Summer bedding, roses and container plants.

Trim hebes lightly after flowering to encourage busy compact growth.

Top up your pond.

Prune back shoots on pyracanthas.

Green Gardening Tip — Supporting Pollinators

If you took part in the RHS Pollinator Count as suggested last month, you will know that August is peak time for
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators in UK gardens. With numbers in decline due to habitat loss, pesticides,
and climate change, gardeners can make a real difference by creating pollinator-friendly spaces.

Late-summer flowers like lavender, echinacea, sedum, verbena bonariensis, and buddleia provide
vital nectar. Let some flower heads go un-deadheaded to offer a final feast before autumn.

If you're planting in autumn, choose native UK species like field scabious, foxglove, or knapweed, and
opt for single-flowered varieties—easier for pollinators to access than ornamental doubles. Add late-
flowering plants like ivy and asters to extend the nectar season info October.
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¢ Avoid chemical sprays. Encourage natural pest control
with ladybirds, birds, frogs, and company

e Pollinators need more than food. Leave wild patfches,
install bee hotels, provide shallow water dishes with
stones, and keep shrubs or log piles for shelter and

nesting.

By supporting pollinators now, you're helping biodiversity thrive—
while creating a healthier, more vibrant garden for seasons to

come.

There's still time to participate in the RHS Pollinator Count go to Carry out a pollinator count | RHS Grow With
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Next Month's Meeting

How to Propagate and Grow Peonies — Alec White
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Alec is the owner of Primrose Hall Peonies, an RHS Chelsea
Flower Show gold medal award winning British specialist
peony nursery. Alec will share his passion for these beautiful
plants, explaining propagation techniques and breeding,
giving advice on choosing the perfect peony and how to
care for and maintain them.

Alec has written a book, pictured left, which explores the
beauty, variety, care, and cultural significance of peonies,
while offering practical guidance and inspiring insights. It is
said to be accessible to both gardeners and enthusiasts, it's
a celebration of the flower and a tribute to a lifelong passion,
enhanced by stunning photography and artwork.

About us - Primrose Hall Peonies

Your CSGGA Committee

Chairman and Membership Secretary:

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482
brionywickendke@hotmail.com

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1 @gmail.com

Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA 01494 874511
margaretfrdykes@btinternet.com

Committee Members:
Jan Bradley

Mary Holloway

Vicky Mogford
Eleanor O'Connor
Sam Patel
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