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Evening Visit to Old Keepers, Hedgerley 

 

Whilst the weather during the day was cold and rainy, it 

finally eased off for our visit to Old Keepers garden in 

Hedgerley. Hardly flaming June! 

 

But as I explained to Rob, one of our hosts, CSG Garden 

Association members are a hardy lot and we assembled, 

fully togged, to hear him explain that the house was an 

old bricklayer’s cottage originally, with an extension. The 

garden, in such a peaceful spot, was what drew them to 

buy the property 

and they spent 

the following 

years working on 

the garden.  

We wandered around the 1.5 acre site, which has beautiful borders 

filled with too many plants to name but which included roses, salvias, 

and foxgloves, all brimming with colour and life. The garden slopes 

upwards from the house and has tiers. At the top is a wildflower garden 

and the countryside beyond. The garden is surrounded by mature 

trees so it feels very calm and sheltered.  

We gathered at the house where Rob’s husband Tristan made us all 

tea and coffee and we were able to enjoy some very tasty 

homemade cakes (the ginger cake needs a special mention). Time to 

chat and relax before we all made our way home.  

Members were very positive about the garden, which is opened for the Open Gardens scheme if you’d like 

the chance to see it in the future.   Eleanor O’Connor   

 

Thank you Eleanor for organising such an inspiring outing and I gather the cake was good too!  B 
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Next Month’s Meeting – 9th July 7.45 for 8.00  

Wildlife on your Doorstep Tom Way 

 
Tom’s talk will showcase the incredible wildlife right on our doorsteps—from deer and hedgehogs to owls and 

foxes. He will share his stunning local wildlife photographs and the stories behind how each shot was 

captured.  www.tomway.co.uk/ 

 

M’s Action Diary for June 

 
As Merida is recovering from a recent operation, we have re-used some of her advice from 

previous June newsletters.  I’m sure you will all join me in wishing her a speedy recovery. 

• Some early flowering perennials such as geraniums and aquilegias require cutting back, unless you wish 

them to seed.  

• Dead head delphiniums and lupins to encourage a second flush of flowers. 

• Remove faded blooms from roses and give them a boost by gently hoeing rose food into the ground 

around them.  

• Trim back long stems of Clematis Alpina and Clematis Montana 

after flowering. 

• Cut back faded flower heads of lilacs and choisya. 

• Clip winter-flowering heathers to remove faded flowers and to 

retain shape. 

•  Stake tall growing perennials byfore they actually need it. 

• Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges. 

• Look out for lily beetle, viburnum beetle grubs, sawfly grubs on 

Solomon Seal, vine weevil grubs and aphids and dispose. 

• Divide polyanthus and primroses after flowering. 

• Mulch borders with garden compost, shredded bark or well-rotter compost to lock in moisture and prevent 

weeds seeding.  

http://www.csgga.org/
http://www.tomway.co.uk/
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Green Gardening Tip – Dealing with Aphids Naturally 

Aphids are a common garden pest that can cause leaves and shoots to become curled, distorted and sticky. 

Check plants regularly, especially soft new growth. 

Small infestations can often be controlled simply by squashing aphids between 

finger and thumb or by washing them off with a strong jet of water. 

Many gardeners will remember the old advice to spray aphids with a very dilute 

solution of washing-up liquid. While this can kill aphids on contact, modern 

detergents may damage plant leaves and can also harm beneficial insects. 

Current advice is to use physical removal methods and encourage natural 

predators instead. 

Ladybirds are well known aphid hunters, but their larvae are often overlooked 

because they look nothing like the familiar red-and-black adults. These elongated, dark grey or black insects 

with orange markings are voracious predators and can consume large numbers of aphids each day. 

By combining regular inspection, hand removal and support for beneficial insects, gardeners can keep aphid 

populations under control without relying on chemical sprays.  Aphids | RHS Advice 

Visit Holehird Gardens, Lake District 

As part of the Gardens Association Holiday at the end of May, members enjoyed a visit to 

Holehird Gardens near Windermere in the Lake District. Set on a beautiful hillside with 

stunning views across Lake Windermere and the surrounding fells, the 10-acre garden 

features colourful herbaceous borders, rhododendrons, hydrangeas, alpines and several 

National Plant Collections – including mecanopsis, blue poppies.  They were spectacular 

when we visited as were the rhododendrons and azaleas.    

What makes Holehird particularly special is that it is run 

and maintained almost entirely by dedicated 

volunteers from the Lakeland Horticultural Society, 

whose hard work keeps the gardens looking superb 

throughout the year.  

Members who find themselves in the Lake District should 

make time to visit this delightful and inspiring garden, 

which offers interest in every season and is well worth a 

stop when exploring the area.  

 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Botanical Gardens and Winterbourne House, 

Birmingham 

Monday 20th July, 2026  

Join us for a visit to two of Birmingham’s most beautiful gardens. Explore the 

15-acre Birmingham Botanical Gardens, home to 7,000 plant species, 

stunning glasshouses and the National Bonsai Collection. We will also visit 

http://www.csgga.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/biodiversity/aphids
https://www.holehirdgardens.org.uk/


www.csgga.org  
 
 

Winterbourne House and Garden, a superb Edwardian Arts and Crafts garden set within seven acres of Grade 

II listed grounds. 

Both venues have cafés and shops, and you are welcome to bring a picnic. 

Travel Details 

• Depart Chalfont St Giles Village Green: 9.00am 

• Depart Chalfont St Peter: 9.15am 

• Leave Birmingham Botanical Gardens for Winterbourne: 1.45pm 

• Depart for home: 4.15pm 

Cost: £45.50 (£44.50 for over-65s), including garden entry and coach travel (with driver’s gratuity). One guest 

per member is welcome for an additional £5. 

Booking form attached. 

 

 

Kelmarsh Hall and Coton Manor, Northamptonshire  

Tuesday 25th August, 2026 

Full details and booking form will be available shortly. Cost 

£49.50 for members tbc. 

 

 

Friday 4th June to Tuesday 8th June 2027 Holiday 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 

The hotel has been booked for next year’s Gardens Association holiday.  We will be staying near Winchester 

and visiting gardens in Hampshire and Wiltshire with a day trip to the Isle of Wight.  The itinerary is currently 

being planned and details will be available later in the summer, but I have been asked by many of our 

members to confirm the dates once they are known!   

   

Holiday 2028 – Would you like to go abroad to see the bulbs? 

We are considering organising a four-night trip to the bulb fields in Holland in April 2028 as an alternative to 

our usual UK-based holiday.  As arrangements would need to be made by October this year, we would really 

appreciate your thoughts so that we can assess whether the trip is likely to be viable before committing to 

any plans.  

 If this is something you may be interested in, please let Briony know. 
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