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Plants for Problem Places 

Geoff Hodge 

During his insightful talk, gardening expert Geoff 

Hodge opened with an encouraging message: 

planting in shade is not a problem, it's an opportunity! 

He reassured the audience that there’s always a 

solution, no matter how tricky the conditions may 

seem. One of his first tips was to take inspiration from 

nearby gardens—observe what thrives in your 

neighbours’ shaded spots, as these plants are already 

proven to work in your local environment. 

Geoff emphasized the importance of choosing the 

right plants for the type of shade you're dealing with—

whether it’s dappled, partial, or deep shade. From 

hardy ferns and hostas to shade-loving shrubs like 

sarcococca or hydrangeas, there's a wealth of beautiful and resilient options. 

He also stressed the role of mulching, especially in dry, shaded areas under trees or along walls. A thick layer 

of organic mulch not only helps retain precious moisture but also improves soil structure over time, giving your 

shade plants a better chance to establish.  

And when all else fails? Geoff reminded us that flexibility is key. Planting in pots 

allows you to move plants in and out of shaded spots as the seasons and light 

levels change. This approach is particularly useful for more sensitive species or 

for trying out new plant combinations without committing to a permanent 

planting. If planting with an acid loving shrub and watering with hard water then 

Geoff recommended adding sulphur chips every year. 

With the right approach, a shaded garden can be just as vibrant and rewarding as a sunny one—sometimes 

even more so. 

Geoff’s Top Plants for Shade 

Permanent Deep Shade 
Aucuba japonica ‘Crotonifolia’ 

North facing border - open to sky but might not get 

direct sunlight 
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Ilex x altaclerensis ‘Golden King’ 

Mahonia aquifolium 

Sambucas nigra ‘Black Beauty’ 

Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ or ‘Formanii’ 

Viburnum tinus 

Headera Helix ‘Goldchild’ 

Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Robbiae’ 

 

Camelia Williamsii ‘Jubilation’  

Cotoneaster horizontalis ‘Variegatus’ 

Euonymus fortune ‘Sunshine’ - wall shrub 

Clematis Niobe 

Anemone nemerosa ‘Allenii’ 

Bergenia ‘Morgenrote’ or one of the Bressingham hybrids 

Helleborus hybridus cultivars 

Hosta fortunei ‘Picta’ 

 

Dappled shade 
Silver birch betula ultis ‘Jacquemontii’ 

Daphne laureola  

Eleagnus x ebbingei ‘Gilt Edge’ scented 

Rhododendron ‘President Roosevelt’ 

Dicentra eximia 

Digitalis ferruginea’   

Lamium maculatum ‘White Nancy’ 

Cyclamen coum  

Snowdrops Galanthus ‘Dionysius’ 

 

Partial shade 
Alchemilla Mollis  

Geranium himaleyense ‘Plenum’ 

Ferns – Polypodium vulgare ‘Bifidum Cristatum’  

Narcissi ‘High Life’ 

 

 

 

M’s Action Diary for June 

• Cut euphorbias and oriental poppies down to ground level.  Fresh leaves will grow and some poppies 

will flower again this year. 

• Lightly prune evergreen clematis such as Armandii.  

• Cut back Spring flowering shrubs after flowering, such as deutzia, kerria, philadelphus, tamarisk, 

weigela and lilacs. 

• Some early flowering perennials, such as geraniums and aquilegias, require cutting back unless you 

wish them to seed.  Deadhead delphiniums and lupins to encourage a second flush of flowers. 

• Liquid feed container plants and keep them watered. 

• Remove any shoots of variegated shrubs that have reverted to green or they will outgrow the 

variegated ones.   

• Remove spent flowers of hellebores, unless you wish them to seed. 

• Top up your pond after removing invasive plants. 

• Keep feeding wild birds and providing them with water to drink and bathe. 

 

Green Gardening Tip – Conserving Water 

As climate change and population growth continue to strain water resources, conserving water in everyday 

activities has become increasingly important. One of the most impactful places to start is in your own garden. 

Gardeners can make a big difference through simple yet effective water-preservation techniques. 

Opting for drought-tolerant plants is one of the most efficient ways to reduce water use. These plants are 

naturally adapted to local climate conditions and typically require far less irrigation. 

http://www.csgga.org/
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Plant silver-leaved, sun-loving, and less hardy species as early as possible to give them plenty of time to 

establish strong roots before winter sets in. Choose smaller plants where 

possible, as they will adapt more easily to their new environment as they 

grow. 

Before planting, enrich the soil with organic matter to improve both water 

retention and drainage. Avoid using fertilizer at this stage—excess 

nutrients can lead to overly lush growth, which may become floppy in 

summer, need more watering, and be more vulnerable to frost damage 

in winter. 

The top five drought-resistant plants according to the RHS:  

• Abelia × grandiflora AGM 

• Buxus sempervirens AGM 

• Ceanothus 

• Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii AGM 

• Hylotelephium spectabile AGM 

For more advice see Drought-resistant plants / RHS Gardening 

Next Month’s Talk – Thursday10th July May  8.00 pm 

Why Garden? - Ann Luder 

In her talk, Ann will explore the history, geography, and psychology behind our connection to nature—

sprinkled with humour and insight into why we feel compelled to shape our environment.  Door open and 

refreshments served from 7.45pm.   

Big Butterfly Count – 18 July – 10 August, 2025 

The Big Butterfly Count is a nationwide citizen science survey launched in 2010 to monitor environmental 

health through butterfly sightings. It’s now the world’s largest butterfly survey, 

with over 64,000 participants submitting 96,257 counts in 2022. The 2025 count 

opens on 1st July, with the main event running from 18th July to 10th August. 

To take part, simply spend 15 minutes counting butterflies during bright, 

preferably sunny weather. The timing coincides with peak butterfly activity, 

as most are in their adult stage. You can record sightings from any location, 

including gardens, parks, fields, and woodlands. 

If counting from a fixed spot (like your garden), record the maximum number of each 

species seen at one time to avoid double-counting. On a walk, total up all individuals 

of each species seen during the 15 minutes. Go to their website for full details. 

Alan Clark sent me this photo of a humming bird moth seen in his garden the other 

day.  According to the Wildlife Trust the hummingbird moth migrates to the UK from 

Southern Europe each year.  It can been seen hovering over flowers, feeding with its 

long proboscis; its wings move so quickly that it hums! 

Dates for the Diary 

14th August – 6.30 pm Visit to Church Gardens, Harefield   

http://www.csgga.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/100036/abelia-%C3%97-grandiflora/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/96431/i-Buxus-sempervirens-i-Elegantissima-v/Details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/search-results?query=ceanothus
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/search-results?query=Euphorbia+characias+subsp.+wulfenii+
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/search-results?query=hylotelephium%20spectabile
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/for-places/drought-resistant
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
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Join us for our summer outing to Church Gardens, Harefield where the owners, Kay and Patrick McHugh, have 

spent the last 30 years restoring this hidden gem of a garden. There’s plenty to explore, including:  

• A stunning Kitchen Garden with 56 organic vegetable beds, a fruit cage, pumpkin patch, vine-mount, 

and a vibrant 60-metre herbaceous border.  

• An orchard thought to have once formed part of a Renaissance Pleasure Garden.  

• A unique arcaded wall featuring 33 identical niches.  

• Newer additions such as a wildlife pond, forest garden, 

stream, and beehives. 

The cost is £15.00 per person, which includes a guided tour 

along with tea and cake. We’re hoping to arrange car shares, 

so if you need a lift or are able to offer one, please let Briony 

know. 

Bookings will be taken at the meeting on 10th July or email 

Margaret Dykes if paying by bank transfer to Chalfont St Giles Gardens Association, sort code 20 02 06 

account number 80256587  or send a cheque to Margaret,  4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont 

St Giles, HP8 4AA. Places are limited.  Closing date 7 August.  

 

Outing to Gardeners’ World Autumn Fair 

 Audley End House and Garden, Essex  - Saturday 30th August, 2025 

We’ve planned a wonderful day out to Gardeners' World Autumn 

Fair, held in the stunning historic grounds of Audley End House in 

Saffron Walden.  

Join us for a day packed with seasonal garden inspiration and 

expert advice from a stellar line-up, including Gardeners’ World 

presenters Adam Frost, Frances Tophill, Arit Anderson, and Rachel de Thame.  Full details 

and booking form with this newsletter or click here to go to our website. 

Cost includes entrance, coach and drivers’ gratuity £42.00 standard ticket, or £40.30 for over 65’s. 

 

Holiday to Lake District 2026 
 

Join us for a five-day garden holiday in the stunning Lake District, where natural beauty meets inspiring garden 

landscapes. From Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May 2026, we’ll explore a selection of the region’s finest 

gardens and scenic landscapes, enjoying the late spring blooms in one of the UK's most picturesque areas. 

The itinerary is currently being finalised but will include visits to renowned gardens, historic estates, and hidden 

gems.  Full details will be available shortly.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your CSGGA Committee 
Chairman and Membership Secretary:   

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482 

brionywickendke@hotmail.com 

  

Secretary:  

Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA  01494 874511 

margaretrdykes@btinternet.com 

 

http://www.csgga.org/
https://www.csgga.org/outings-for-2025.html
mailto:brionywickendke@hotmail.com
mailto:gpaikens1@gmail.com
mailto:margaretrdykes@btinternet.com
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