The Gardeners' Benevolent Institution

Francesca Murray

Dr Francesca Murray came to talk to us in May about
the roots of the modern day Perennial Chairity.
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However, this also produced elderly indigent
gardeners who needed financial support and, in
response to this, there were various bodies such as the
Worshipful Company of Gardeners, Freemasons, Benefit Clubs and Friendly Societies which provided some
help.

George Glenny launched the Benevolent Society in 1839, with a dinner for the great and good to so that
they could offer pensions to men and women gardeners. Their first pensioners were John Standen in 1840 and
Sarah Atlee of Iverin 1842. From 1840 until 1908, there were 845 pensioners.

Francesca included the

story of the Stanwick
| Nectarine which helped
8 raise a considerable
amount for the fund. It
was brought to England
by John Barker, ex
Consul of Aleppo, Syria
as a curiosity. He gave a
plant to the Duke of
. % Northumberland  who
sent it up to Stanwick Park, one of his northerly properties. The nurseryman Thomos Rivers then obtained it and
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nurtured it in his new orchard house. He published a book and auctioned 24 plants which raised a whopping
£13,000.

The Benevolent Society changed its name in 2003 to Perennial, a charity which continues to help people in
horticulture. Helping people in horticulture | Perennial

Eleanor O’Connor

Next Month's Talk — Thursday 12t June 8.00 pm

Plants for Problem Places — Geoff Hodge

Some gardens or parts of the garden are a bit trickier to choose suitable plants for, or can provide you with
“opportunities” to grow different plants; we never have “problems” in gardening! Geoff's illustrated talk
addresses various problem places gardeners have and how to overcome them.

M's Action Diary for May

¢ Continue removing spent flowers from Spring bulbs.

¢ Remove hellebore flowers unless needed for seed.

e Lightly cut back carpeting alpines such as aubretia to
shape them and promote new growth.

e Keep newly planted trees and shrubs well-watered
until established.

¢ Hand prune doronicum and pulmonarias to remove
shoots prone to mildew and to promote new growth.

e Clip winter-flowering heathers with shears, removing
faded flowers and to regain shape.

e Give sedums, phlox and campanula lactifolia the
“Chelsea Chop” by cutting back some or all of the
growth by half for shorter stronger, later flowering
growth.

e Check for lily beetle and vine weevils.

Green Gardening Tip — Slugs and Snails

Certain species of slugs and snails feed on live plant material, which is why gardeners often see them as
pests. Common culprits include the netted field slug, brown soil slug, and the familiar garden snail. These
species are especially drawn to soft, fleshy leaves and tender seedlings, leaving ragged holes behind as
they feed using their rasping mouthparts.

Some slugs tend to stay underground and can even tunnel intfo potatoes and other root vegetables. In the
UK, there are more than 40 species of slugs, but not all of them damage living plants. In fact, many of the
larger species prefer to feed on decaying plant matter, playing an important role in breaking down organic
material and aiding the composting process.

Thankfully, slugs do have natural predators. Birds, frogs, foads, Devil's coach-horse beetles, and hedgehogs
all help keep slug populations in check. Ducks and some types of hens will also happily snack on them if
they're around.

Slugs are most active at night, particularly in warm, damp conditions. During hot, dry weather, they'll retreat
underground or hide in cool, dark spots to avoid drying out.
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If you're dealing with a slug problem, consider planting species they tend o
avoid. Plants such as Astrantia, Lady’s Mantle, Dianthus, Foxglove, Geranium,
Peony, Lavender, Phlox, Alyssum, Lobelia, African violet, Strawberry Begonia,
and Gloxinia are all known to be less appealing to slugs—and may even help
repel them.

Since slugs prefer moist conditions, it's a good idea to avoid watering in the
evening if you're trying to discourage them, especially in gardens or
polytunnels. An old gardener’s frick is to use garlic as a natural repellent:
crush a clove of garlic, add it fo a watering can, and sprinkle the mixture
around plants you want to protect. The smell can help keep slugs at bay.
Whatever you do, don’t use slug pelletfs - (even organic ones) have been
shown to have negative effects on wildlife in the garden. Slugs and snails / RHS Gardening

Plant Sale

What a wonderful morning on The Green at our plant sale. We're so grateful to everyone who made it such
a success — from the talented growers and generous donors to the enthusiastic buyers and the amazing
team who set up, managed, and supported the stall.

Whether you grew plants, donated plants, bought plants, or sold plants or simply helped out behind the
scenes, you helped make it another truly enjoyable village occasion. Thanks in particular to Chalfont St Giles
Parish Council, Colman & Co and 1st Chalfont St Giles Scout Group. We're also incredibly grateful to Richard
Jackson for generously providing some plants and compost for the sale; the proceeds were shared between
the Greenfingers charity and the Gardens Association

So far we have made £1,172.00. This event is not only a popular event in the village, but it's also an important
source of income for us. It helps us bring in top-quality speakers—something that's become more expensive
over time as fees have steadily increased. We haven't raised subscription costs in a while, and we don't
always reach this level of support, so it has really made a difference.

Dates for the Diary =
A\”L

Chalfont St Giles Open Gardens Day — Sunday | #emeriar rai rune
8h June — 11.00 am to 5.00 pm

b@ Chalfont St Giles

Another popular event in the village calendar is the open gardens 1\\@ | ()pen Gardens
day in support of the Memorial Hall. So far, 8 gardens will be taking

part in this year’'s event, but they are always interested in having i -
more. Should you be wiling to show your garden, please get in

touch with Tony Hoare on 01494 872883.

0

Sunday 8" June 2025
From 11.00am until 5.00pm

1 ticket at £7 for all eight gardens including
Milton’s Cottage garden

Accompanied children under 16 free

Tickets available from the Community Library and
on the day, on the Village Green from 10.30am
Plants for sale

As usual, plants will be available for sale in some gardens. Tea and
scones will be available in the Memorial Hall from 1.00 pm. Tickets
£7.00 admit to all gardens — accompanied children under 16 free.
Available in the library in advance or on the Village Green on the
day.

. Cream Teas from Ipm at the Memorial Hall, School Lane

Organised by the Memorial Hall Fund Raisers

More Information 01494 872883
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Our “June Outing” — on 14th August This Year!

This year, the Committee chose Church Gardens in Harefield for our summer evening outing. Although we
usually go in June, the owners could only host us in August — so that’s when we're going! A litfle change of
plan, but we're excited about it as we've been trying to visit for many years.

Church Gardens is described as a beautiful hidden gem just outside Harefield vilage. Kay and Paftrick
McHugh have spent over 25 years lovingly restoring the three-acre walled garden they discovered back in
1995. Thanks to their hard work, the gardens are now open to the public on selected dates during the
gardening season.

There's lofs to see, including:

¢ Astunning Kitchen Garden with 56 organic vegetable beds, a fruit cage, pumpkin patch, vine-mount,
and a colourful 60-metre herbaceous border.

e Anorchard that may have once been part of a Renaissance Pleasure Garden.

e A unique arcaded wall with 33 identical niches.

o Newer features like a wildlife pond, forest garden, stream, and beehives.

We're really looking forward to this special visit — hope you can join us! Full details will be sent nearer the time
but please put the date in your diary now — Thursday 14t August!
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