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Sweet Peas - Katherine Woods 
Katharine Woods gave us an inspiring talk on growing 

Sweet Peas for straight stems and scent. She is the 

author of a blog 'The Tea Break Gardener' and has 

studied for a Masters degree in Garden and 

Landscape History.  

 

Katharine began her talk by explaining about the 

different types of Sweet Pea and recommending 

varieties to grow. Old fashioned ones are the most 

fragrant and recommended are  'Prince Edward of 

York' and 'Painted Lady'. For a Grandiflora variety she 

recommend 'Northern Lights'. Spencer varieties have 

blousy blooms with frilly edges - try 'Milly', 'Ethel Grace' 

and 'Night Sky'. 

Autumn sowing is a good idea, although you will need to protect them from mice. They need deep pots butt 

you can use grow tubes or just old loo roll tubes. Her top tip was to fold the cardboard tubes into squares so 

you could make them fit nicely into mushroom trays. Once the seeds have germinated - grow them hard! 

Don't cosset them and pinch out the growing tips for bushier plants and more flowers. Her favoured method 

of supporting the sweet peas is by string cordon method, 

similar to the one used for growing tomatoes. Use a tripod of 

canes either end and thread the string up and down  to grow 

the plants up. She recommended a bit of mulch and 

seaweed extract for feed.  

There's still just time to sow now to have flowers in late July / 

August! 

Recommended varieties for showing : 'Gwendoline', 'Sir 

Jimmy Shane', 'Anniversary', 'White Frills', 'Jilly', 'Windsor', 'Mary 

Priestley', 'Mrs Bernard Jones' (Based on National Sweet Peas 

Society audits 2020) 

Do check out Katharine's blog teabreakgardener.co.uk for 

more information including book reviews and floristry ideas 

plus more detailed information on sweet peas from her talk.  
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Spring Show 2025 

Our Spring Show revealed what members have grown, highlighting the flowering plants and vegetables 

that have done well. This year saw abundant tulip entries but slightly fewer daffodils, especially miniatures. It 

was wonderful to see so many entries, especially in in the flowering shrubs and indoor plant categories. 

Many congratulations to all participants. 

Sam Patel won the Edwards Cup, with Alan Clark and Peter Bentall coming second and third respectively.  

Special thanks to the committee organizing the event and Katherine Woods and Adrian Norris for judging.  

They are the chairs of Ballinger Horticultural Society and Chesham Vale Gardeners’ Society respectively.   

Spring Show 2025 Results 
 

1st 2nd 3rd 

Class 1   Daffodils/Narcissi – 1 Stem, Own Foliage Alan Clark Peter Bentall Moiya Stroomer 

Class 2    Daffodils/Narcissi – 3 Stems, Own Foliage Alan Clark Alan Clark Moiya Stroomer 

Class 3   Miniature Daffodils/Narcissi – 3 Stems, Own 

Foliage 
Briony Wickenden Peter Bentall 

Sam Patel 

Class 4    Multi-headed Daffodils/Narcissi – 1 Stem, 

Own Foliage 
Alan Clark Moiya Stroomer 

- 

Class 5    Tulips – 3 Stems, Own Foliage Peter Bentall Moiya Stroomer Alan Clark 

Class 5a  Tulip  -  Single Stem, Own Foliage Peter Bentall Eileen Baldwin Moiya Stroomer 

Class 6    Flowering Shrubs or Trees – 1 or more 

varieties Ravi Kudhail 
Janice Feilden 

Chin Fenton 

Class 7    Pot of Primulas, Primroses or Auriculas  Moiya Stroomer Sam Patel Sam Patel 

Class 8    Petite flower arrangement –6” cube Janice Feilden Margaret Grimsey Mary Bentall 

Class 9    Any other flower  - 1 Kind, 3 Stems Briony Sam Patel - 

Class 10  Rhubarb – 3 Sticks Alan Clark Alan Clark Peter Bentall 

Class 11a  Root Vegetable  Jan Bradley - - 

Class 11b  Brassicas Sam Patel - - 

Class 11c Any other Vegetable. Alan Fenton Peter Bentall - 

Class 12 Flowering Pot Plant (in flower Janet Worley Sam Patel Moiya Stroomer 

Class 13  Foliage Pot Plant – Max pot size 8” Mary Holloway Sam Patel Ros Metcalf 

Class 14  Flowers From My Garden (Not shrubs) Janice Feilden Sam Patel Peter Bentall 

Class 15  Mixed foliage in a jug or vase Ravi Kudhail Sam Patel Janice Feilden 

Class 16  Cactus or succulent Briony Wickenden Sam Patel Sam Patel 

 

           

M’s Action Diary for April 

• Keep deadheading daffodils, tulips, etc. but do not remove leaves until they ave turned brown.  Feed 

with Growmore or similar. 

• Remove suckers from around the base of trees. 

http://www.csgga.org/
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• Now is the time to start a new lawn on repair an existing one, by laying new turf .  Give existing lawns a 

feed with a general fertiliser. 

• Pull away, or cut back, dead outer leaves of phormiums. 

• Agapanthus and other flowering bulbs love being pot bound and flower better as a result, but if 

necessary, divide into smaller groups and repot. 

• Check for lily beetle on new shoots of lilies and crown imperials. 

• Plant conifer and broadleaf evergreen hedging. 

• Prune winter flowering jasmine after flowering, also sarcococca. 

• Before perennials make too much growth, put in supports so that stems can be prevented from falling 

over. 

• Continue to feed wild birds but avoid whole nuts and large pieces of bread that could choke fledglings.  

Keep cleaned bird baths topped up with fresh water. 

 

Next Month’s Talk – Thursday 9th May  8.00 pm 

Forgotten Gardeners of the 19th Century 

Francesca Murray, garden historian and volunteer Archivist of Perennial, previously the Gardeners Benevolent 

Fund) will explain its fascinating history of the charity and the forgotten gardeners and the families that it gave 

financial assistance to. 

 

Green Gardening Tip – Plant 

Supports 

There are various plant supports available in different 

shapes and sizes at garden centres. However, it is also 

possible to make and recycle plant supports for free. 

Prunings, off cuts, and twigs from cutting back different 

types of shrubs and small trees can serve as effective plant 

supports. Delicate small plants may need lightweight 

supports, conifer pruning are useful for this; while beans in 

a vegetable plot require a sturdy arrangement to support 

the weight of the plants later in the year with a heavy crop, 

long hazel prunings can be suitable here. 

DIY plant supports are easy to make and blend into the surroundings when placed among other flowers. 

These supports are especially useful for plants that tend to lean towards the sun or those affected by tall 

fences and trees, which block sunlight as the season progresses. Additionally, they help prevent plants from 

flopping over due to wind and rain.  For inspiration see 

How to Make Plant Supports | BBC Gardeners World Magazine 

Making Willow Plant Supports | BBC Gardeners World Magazine 

Or for something a little more ambitious and permanent see Monty’s advice on making steel supports. How 
to Make Steel-Rod Plant Supports (Video) | BBC Gardeners World Magazine 

http://www.csgga.org/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/diy/how-to-make-your-own-plant-supports/
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https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-make-steel-rod-plant-supports/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-make-steel-rod-plant-supports/
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National Gardening Week 

28th April to 6th May 

The focus of National Gardening Week in 2025 is new and 

beginner gardeners. RHS staff have shared what they wish 

they’d known when they first started gardening.  It makes an 

interesting read and there are some useful tips What I wish I’d 

known about gardening / RHS Gardening 

It would be great if we could encourage new gardeners to 

join our friendly gardens association.  Do you have anyone 

you could bring along to a meeting? 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Plant Sale – Saturday, 17th May – 10.00 am–12 noon – The Green, CSG 

This year, our Annual Plant Sale will return to The Green; while we found the Reading Room, warm and dry, it 

was too confined and less visible. This is not only a popular village event, it also helps us keep our subscriptions 

low.   

Due to the success of selling plants grown from plug plants last year, we are continuing this approach but 

we need more space! Please let us know if you have any available room in a greenhouse or poly tunnel 

and would be willing to look after the little dears! 

If you are able to assist on the day of the sale or require help transporting donated plants, please contact a 

member of the committee using the details provided below. We will be accepting donations of any plants 

suitable for the sale from 9:00 am on the day. 

Chalfont St Giles Open Gardens Day – Sunday 8th June – 11.00 am to 5.00 pm 

Another popular event in the village calendar is the open gardens day in support of the Memorial Hall.  So 

far, 8 gardens will be taking part in this year’s event, but they are always interested in having more.  Should 

you be willing to show your garden, please get in touch with Tony Hoare on 01494 872883. 

As usual, plants will be available for sale in some gardens.  Tea and home-made cales will be available in the 

Memorial Hall from 1.00 pm.  Tickets £7.00 admit to all gardens – accompanied children under 16 free.  

Available in the library in advance or on the Village Green on the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your CSGGA Committee 
Chairman and Membership Secretary:   

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482 

brionywickendke@hotmail.com 

  

Secretary:  

Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA  01494 874511 

margaretrdykes@btinternet.com 

 

Committee Members: 

Jan Bradley   01494 874704   
Mary Holloway  01494 875793 

Vicky Mogford  07876 563980 

Eleanor O’Connor 01494 875646 

Sam Patel  01494  875319 
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