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Inside this Issue Lessons from Great Gardeners

e Meeting Report — Matthew Biggs Matthew Biggs
Lessons from Great Gardeners

. . We had a treat thi th as Matth Bi t d
e April Talk — Sweet Peas — Katherine ¢ hadafreadt Tis monih ds Marthew Biggs retomne

to give us a talk based on his RHS book 'Lessons from

Wood Great Gardeners". Matthew picked out six of the
e Spring Show Schedule gardeners featured in his book and gave us a
e M'’s Action Diary for March summary of their gardening careers and highlighted

e Green Gardening Tip of the Month the qualities that each of them had brought to
¢ Outing to Hidcote and Kiftsgate gardening.

William Robinson (1838-1935) was the father of naturalistic gardens and planting. He travelled widely and
became aware of the wide range of natural habitats that plants flourished in. He advocated for plants to be
able to express themselves in a natural way in direct comparison to strict rows of Victorian planting and
created the mixed border consisting primarily of herbaceous plants with some shrubs.

Gertrude Jekyll (1843 - 1932) taught us to express ourselves through colour. She learnt about plants and their
habitat fully by growing them. She grew plants in pots to drop intfo the borders

creating a confinuous display of blooms in sequences of good colouring.

Ellen Willmott (1858 - 1934)was a formidable woman who did everything on a large

scale! She was one of the first women to join the RHS and who, being rather wealthy, ESSEC Q d ]
was in a position to lavish money on her gardens by employing 30 full time gardeners. = from

She brought a level of obsession to her gardening, collecting specific groups of G F{E AT
plants. She focused on growing plants for their individual beauty, stories, history or %
rarity rather than artistic merit.

Roberto Bule Max (1909 - 1994) was an abstract artist who created lovely patterns of
tiles. He brought softness and flow to gardens and encouraged us to think about
planting around an organic shape. He planted in large blocks using coloured foliage
as feature. His own garden featured recycled building materials which he used to create patterns for interest
within hard landscaping.

'y y 4
FMATTHEWIBIGGS

Beth Chatto OBE (1923 - 2018) worked in partnership with her husband Andrew Chatto. She would research
plants and her husband would dig the place for the plant. She was very skilled at flower arranging and wrote
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books that were easy to read. She taught us the importance of the "right
plant, right place" approach to gardening, emphasizing matching plants
to their natural habitats and conditions for thriving, rather than forcing
plants into unsuitable environments.

Ganna Walska (1887 - 1984) demonstrated how to follow your own style.
She was the 'enemy of the average' and her gardens were a series of
operatic stage sets of plants. To create her gardens she compiled
Beth Chatto's Garden - Rachel Warne scrapbooks of articles and photos to get a feel for the garden she was
designing as 'mood boards'.

Matthew's closing message to us was that we can all be great gardeners within our own patches whether
they are large or small.

Matthew concluded the talk by sharing his very personal current project to develop the garden at Mount
Vernon Hospital. Details attached to the email and link fo his Just Giving Page here

Next Month's Meeting — 10t April 7.45 for 8.00 pm
Spring Show followed by Growing Sweet Peas — Katherine Woods

Katherine will share hints and fips for growing straight-stemmed sweet peas to cut for the home, including
sumptuous photos of some favourite varieties.

Spring Show Schedule — Entrants may Set up from 7.30 pm

Foliage does not need to be attached to the stem for Classes 1-5a

Classes 1-3 are for single-headed blooms only.

Class 1 Daffodils/Narcissi — 1 Stem, Own Foliage.

Class 2 Daffodils/Narcissi — 3 Stems, Own Foliage.

Class 3 Miniature Daffodils/Narcissi — 3 Stems, Own Foliage - less than 13"/
Class4 Multi-headed Daffodils/Narcissi — 1 Stem, Own Foliage

Class 5 Tulips — 3 Stems, Own Foliage

Class 5a Tulip - Single stem, Own Foliage

Class 6 Flowering Shrubs or Trees — 1 or more varieties

Class 7 Pot of Primulas, Primroses or Auriculas. (max pot size 8"/20cm)
Class 8 Petite flower arrangement - to fit within a 6"/15cm cube

Class 9 Any other flower - 1 Kind, 3 Stems

Class 10 Rhubarb - 3 Sticks, forced with leaves OR 3 sticks natural, leaves trimmed
Class 11a Root Vegetables (Any quantity)

Class 11b Brassicas (Any quantity)

Class 11c Any other Vegetable. (Any quantity)

Class 12 Flowering Pot Plant (in flower) including bulbs & orchids (max pot size 8"/20cm)
Class 13 Foliage Pot Plant — (No flowers) (max pot size 8”/20cm

Class 14 Flowers From My Garden (Nof shrubs)

Class 15 Mixed Foliage Display (No Flowering Material) in a vase or jug.
Class 16 Cactus or succulent.

Members may set up their exhibits from 7.30pm. Judging will start at 8pm. Refreshments served at 8.00pm and
members are asked to allow all the judging to be completed before viewing the exhibits.

Points are awarded to 15, 2nd and 3rd places in each class. The Edwards Cup will be awarded to the member
with the most points. Additionally the three members gaining the highest number of points in the Show will
each win a garden voucher.
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Guidance for entries

¢ If you require any help either in preparing for the show or when you arrive - please ask.

Collect an entry card for every exhibit when you arrive. These can be found on the tables which are
located in the middle of the hall.

Please be careful to observe the Class specifications shown above.

Bikini vases will be available at the hall and should be used for all entries in classes 1-6 and class 9.
Make sure you exhibit your entry in the correct class and that your name is on the entry card.

There is a maximum of TWO entries per person per class

M's Action Diary for March

e Give ericaeceous plants, ie camellias, rhododendrons and azeleas a boost with acidic plant food.

e Deadhead daffodils but allow leaves to die naturally. Give bulbs grown in grass a sprinkling of general
fertilizer.

¢ Top dress containers to keep plants healthy.

o Cut back penstemons to allow new shoots to grow.

e Improve the soil in established borders by mulching the surface with a layer of organic matter such as
garden compost.

e Plant summer flowering bulbs.

e Feed hedges, shrubs and trees with Growmore or pelleted chicken manure.

e Repot houseplants and apply slow release fertilizer pellets.

Green Gardening Tip — Nesting birds

In March, birds in the UK parks begin building nests for the next generation. The main nesting season from
March to September is crucial, and we must avoid disturbing them.

Small garden birds like Robins and Wrens often nest close to the ground in
hedges that provide good cover. Birds bring in materials like moss and twigs
for their nests, so don't be too fidy in the garden.

Nests are also found in frees, shrubs, and climbers in gardens. This
vegetation supports nests, protects eggs and chicks from the elements,
and hides them from predators.

To help garden birds, avoid cutting hedges between March and September due to high nesting activity.
Cut only between 1 September and 28 February, and still check for nests as some birds may nest early or
late.

Of course, you can legally cut vegetations year-round, if no active nests are disturbed. Follow these steps:

e Watch the area for a few days to ensure there are no active nests which are easy to spot by birds
frequent return to the site.

¢ Check the hedge, free or vegetation thoroughly before cutting.

¢ Use manual cutting fools instead of electric one for better control and stop if you find wildlife.

Outing to Hidcote and Kiftsgate — Wednesday 111 June, 2025

We have arranged to visit two of the UK’s iconic gardens, in the Cotswolds Hidcote Manor and Kiftsgate Court
Gardens. This is a joint outing with Chalfont St Peter Garden Group. Given the expected high level of inferest,
a ballot may be necessary to allocate places. To sign up, please email brionywickenden@hotmail.com by
Saturday éth April, indicating the number of participants — members are allowed one guest. If oversubscribed,
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a ballot will take place af the meeting on Thursday 10th April, and all participants will be informed of the
results immediately afferward. Successful parficipants must confirm and make their payment by Saturday 20th
April, otherwise their places will be reallocated.

Hidcote Manor One of the best-known and most influential Arts and Crafts gardens in Britain, featuring linked
"garden rooms" comprised of hedges, rare frees, shrubs, and herbaceous borders. Created by Lawrence
Johnston, it is now managed by the National Trust. The garden at Hidcote is meticulously divided into a series
of 'outdoor rooms', each with its distinct character.

Kiftsgate Court Gardens A notable 20th-century plant and shrub garden spanning approximately 2 hectares,
renowned for its exceptional borders. The gardens, celebrated for their roses, are the creation of three
generations of women gardeners. Kiftsgate Court Gardens are considered one of the hidden treasures of the
Cotswolds

Both gardens feature cafes, a shop, and a plant centre.

e Departing Chalfont St Giles Village Green at 09.00 am and then onfto Chalfont St Peter, leaving af
09.15am

e Depart Hidcote for Kiftsgate at 2.00 pm.

e Depart for CSP/CSG 4.30 pm - anticipated arrival at the Chalfonts 6.30 dependent on traffic
conditions.

Your CSGGA Committee

Chairman and Membership Secretary:

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482
brionywickendke@hotmail.com
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