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The Subtle Art and Exact Science of 

Pruning   

Timothy Walker 

It was a pleasure to see so many attendees at the 

recent talk on 'The subtle art and exact science of 

pruning' given by Timothy Walker. Timothy is always a 

popular speaker, given he grew up in the village and 

could make any subject entertaining and his 

photographs are always stunning. His talk certainly 

had the biggest audience we’ve had for a while.  

 

Timothy’s topic on this occasion was "The Subtle Art & 

Exact Science of Pruning". Not, as you might expect, a 

guide on what to do but rather a set of general 

rules. He noted that the worst that can happen when 

pruning is that the plant dies! "So what???" 

 

Timothy shared his 10 rules for pruning and provided examples of the eight different classes of plants that 

require pruning. 

1. If pruning is not necessary, avoid it. Don’t assume pruning is always 

required. 

2. Pruning cannot achieve miracles; sometimes replanting is needed! 

3. Before starting to prune, consult George Brown's 'Essential Pruning 

Techniques’  Tim regards this book as the bible for pruning. (We are 

buying a copy for use by members.) 

4. Pruning is best done when the plant is either dormant or growing 

rapidly. While timing is important, plants seldom die from being 

pruned at the wrong time. 

5. Use appropriate tools and always ensure they are sharp before you 

start. 

6. Tree surgery and chainsaw work is specialist work and should be performed by qualified 

arborists, don’t tackle it yourself!  

7. Make minimal cuts and keep wounds as small as possible. 

8. The plant should retain its natural shape, unless it is a hedge. 

9. Occasionally, plants may die without an obvious reason. 

10. Plants fall into 8 different categories for pruning: 

i) Do nothing – Witch Hazel (Hamamelis Mollis) 

ii) Nothing except for dead heading - Skimmia Japonica 
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iii) Do nothing unless the plant is too big in which case 

cut it back to 6" at base – Strawberry Tree (Arbutus 

Unedo), Bay Tree (Laurus Nobilis) 

iv) If it flowers before the end of Wimbledon then it's 

flowering on wood grown the previous year so prune 

after flowering - Philadelphus, Flowering Currant 

(Ribes), Deutzia 

v) If it flowers after Wimbledon then it's flowering on 

wood grown since winter. Prune when dormant in the 

winter or early spring, Buddleia, Fuchsia, Colquhounia 

Coccinea 

vi) If it flowers on spurs of mature wood this is probably 

the most difficult to control – climbing Hydrangea 

Anomala  

vii) Pruning for leaf size or stem colour - coppice between 4-7 years e.g. Dogwoods (Cornus),  

Hazels (Corylus Avellana) 

viii) Flowering on biennial shoots - remove after flowering. Mediterranean Spurge (Euphorbia 
Characias) 

 

Next Month’s Meeting – 13th March 7.45 for 8.00 pm 

Growing Sweet Peas – Katherine Woods 

 
Katherine will share hints and tips for growing straight-stemmed sweet peas to cut for the home, including 

sumptuous photos of some favourite varieties. 

 

M’s Action Diary for February 

• Prune Mahonias after flowering, removing old stems to make room for new growth. 

• Dogwoods, willows, cotinus and buddleia need cutting back to their woody 

base.  

• Lift and divide clumps of snowdrops and replant to the same depth as before. 

• Cyclamen coum can also be lifted and replanted to encourage spread 

• Cut all tatty brown fronds of ferns back to base to make way for the fresh new 

foliage that will unfurl. 

• To keep them compact, trim winter flowering heathers – do not cut into old wood. 

• Sow sweet pea seeds now. 

• Remove old hydrangea flower heads down to larger buds once damage of frost has past.  

• Prune shrub roses 

• Remove tired looking epimedium leave so flowers will be more visible. 

 

Green Gardening Tip – Plant Umbellifers to Help Tackle Pests 

 
One effective natural method for controlling pests is not using organic sprays, strong water jets, or repellents. 

A beneficial approach to managing pests such as aphids, spider mites, or whiteflies is to create ecosystems 

by planting umbelliferous flowers throughout the garden. This will attract wildlife, including insects that prey 

on harmful pests.  

Umbellifers are known for their umbrella-shaped flowers with clusters of nectar-rich blooms, which appeal to 

beneficial insects like hoverflies, parasitoid wasps, and lady beetles that consume small-bodied pests like 

aphids and spider mites. When used extensively, they contribute to natural pest control. 
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Early-flowering umbellifers tend to have white, or green, or cool-pink flowers and because each individual 

flower is very tiny they attract hoverflies and flies rather than bees. Hoverflies are mostly advantageous to 

gardeners because an adult female will lay a single oval egg near aphid colonies. Their larvae, which often 

resemble translucent maggots, will munch away at the aphids - helping to rid the garden of these annoying 

pests. Flies are also useful in the garden too: they hone in on green flowers which are largely ignored by other 

insects, and make excellent pollinators. Most umbellifers are tap-rooted, so tolerate drought once the root 

gets into the soil - and like all tap-rooted plants, they prefer poorer soils. 

Examples of umbelliferous flowers are yarrow and ammi, and herbs like dill, fennel, and cilantro. 

 
 

2 for 1 Entry to RHS Gardens 
Did you know that as a member of the Gardens Association, you are able to borrow the affiliated societies 

card which grants 2 for 1 entry into any of the RHS gardens? The RHS gardens are Bridgewater, Harlow 

Carr, Hyde Hall, Rosemoor and Wisley.  RHS Wisley is a garden for all seasons, and as we enter the eagerly 

anticipated spring, it comes alive as hundreds of flowering cherries light up the garden with white and 

pink blossom, so why not plan a visit there soon? 

 

Second-hand Gardening Books Need Rehoming 
 

Margaret has been given a collection of gardening books by one of our members who is downsizing.  If 

you are interested in any of the titles, please let Margaret know before she takes them to a sale in Chalfont 

St Peter.   

   

AUTHOR:  DR D G HESSAYON One of our members has donated a collections of gardening books 

• The Armchair Book of the Garden      

• The Vegetable Expert 

• The House Plant Expert 

• The Garden Expert 

• The Container Expert 

• The Garden DIY Expert 

• The Rock and Water Garden Expert 

• The Bedding Plant Expert 

• The Flower Expert 

• The Fruit Expert 

• The Rose Expert 
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AUTHOR:  GEORGE BARTLETT   Fuchsias for House and Garden  

AUTHOR: DAVID CLARK   THE Fuchsia Guide 

AUTHOR: STEFAN BUCZACKI Essential Garden Answers  

AUTHOR: MALCOM HILLIER  Container Gardening 

AUTHOR: NICOLA FERGUSON  Right Plant, Right Place 

RHS GARDENERS Encyclopaedia of Plants and Flowers 

BBC GARDENERS QUESTION TIME Techniques and Tips for Gardeners 

 

New Technology at the Memorial Hall and Film Night 
Gone are the days of dodgy connections to the projector and a sound system that has a mind of its own, a 

new audio-visual system has been installed at the Memorial Hall courtesy of a generous grant from DGX&C 

Community Board, with additional funding from the Parish Council and Bucks Building Society and Memorial 

Hall, together with me hard work and determination from Eleanor O’Connor and Tony Hoare.    

 

In celebration, and to help raise funds to replenish the coffers of the Memorial Hall, the Film Club is showing 

West Side Story (2021, Spielberg) on Friday 11th April, 6.30 for 7.00.  Bookings to attend are taken in the Library.  

Drinks and refreshments available.  Attendees are asked to make a small donation towards the costs and 

profits will go the Memorial Hall.  More details available from Sam Patel.  

 

2025 Programme Error 

Sadly, the date on the programme, sent with membership cards earlier this month, is incorrect, its headed 

2024!  The programme has been reprinted and will be available for collection at future meetings or can be 

downloaded here 

 

Your CSGGA Committee 
Chairman and Membership Secretary:   

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482 

brionywickendke@hotmail.com 

  

Secretary:  

Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA  01494 874511 

margaretrdykes@btinternet.com 

 

Committee Members: 

Claire Hodgson  07813 096205  
Mary Holloway  01494 875793 

Vicky Mogford  07876 563980 

Eleanor O’Connor 01494 875646 

Sam Patel  07870 628748 
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