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Wishing you a Christmas that is merry and bright, and a 

happy and healthy 2026. 

Christmas Party 2025 

We usually feature plenty of photos from the 

Christmas Party in the newsletter, but this year we 

were all having far too much fun to remember to 

take any — not even of the winning table centre 

entry! 

What we may lack in photographs, we more than 

made up for in festive spirit. After a welcome drink 

expertly served by Raj, we found our tables and 

Sam once again put our brain cells through their 

paces with a delightfully(?) fiendish quiz! The table centre competition was won by Margaret Dykes, whose 

entry clearly impressed the judges! 

The ever-popular raffle raised a splendid £177.00, helping to cover the cost of the drinks and the staff tip. 

Many thanks to everyone who donated prizes — the selection was particularly good this year — and a big 

thank you to Sam and Raj for organising such an enjoyable and thoroughly merry occasion. 

CSGGA Christmas Tree 

Once again, we were delighted to participate in the village Christmas 

Tree Trail. Our tree was decorated at the end of November, just in time for 

the village lights switch-on — perfect timing! 

As always, we stuck to our trademark mix of sustainable, mostly plant-

based decorations, and this year even added a rather eye-catching 

garland of sprouts! We hope you’ll agree it’s a winning combination and 

perhaps even inspires others to “ditch the plastic”! 

Many thanks go to our creative decorating team, Eleanor and Briony, for 

their hard work and festive flair. If you’d like to visit our tree, you’ll find it at 

the junction of The Lagger and Lagger Close. And if you feel inspired to 

vote for it, details on how to do so can be found here, together with a 

map of the trail.  
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Next Month’s Meeting - 8th January 7.45 for 8.00 pm 

Taming the Indoor Jungle – Chris Day 

We will be joined next month by Chris Day, talking about Houseplants.  Everything you need to know about 

growing foliage and flowering houseplants successfully, plus a look at orchid growing and how house plants 

can improve your health! Chris did his apprenticeship at Rochford’s Houseplants in the late 1970s and early 

1980s so he has a vast knowledge of the commercially production of foliage and flowering houseplants and 

how to grow them best in our homes 

 

M’s Action Diary for December 

• Pinch out the tips of wallflowers to promote bushy growth. 

• Prune spirea hard to ensure a compact size, shape and colour. 

• Do not walk on frozen grass because you will leave brown footprints. 

• Continue to remove spent flowers from pansies and violas to 

encourage longer flowering.  

• Insulate outside taps, if not already done.  

• Check tree ties and loosen or tighten them as needed. 

• Remove epimedium leaves by cutting them off at ground level, 

careful not to damage emerging flower buds. 

• Turn the compost heap (check first that no wildlife has made it their 

bed for winter – ed.) 

• Keep feeding wild birds. 

 

Green Gardening Tip – Give your Christmas Tree a Second Life!  

When the festivities are over, don’t rush your Christmas tree to the tip. If it’s a real tree, it can be put to 

excellent use in the garden — chop it up for wildlife-friendly mulch, use branches to protect tender plants 

from frost, or stack them in a quiet corner to create a cosy habitat for insects and birds. A tree that keeps 

on giving is surely the most festive option of all! 
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