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Growing and Caring for Roses 

– Kerry French     
 

At our meeting, guest speaker Kerry French offered 

a wealth of practical guidance on planning and 

caring for roses. Her talk highlighted how thoughtful 

preparation—before purchasing or planting—is 

key to achieving healthy plants and an impressive 

display. 

 

Choosing the Right Number of Roses 

Kerry explained that the number of roses you can plant depends not only on the space available but also 

on the type of rose you choose.  

As a general guide: 1 m² can accommodate: 

• 3 shrub roses 

• 5 hybrid tea or floribunda roses 

• 6 ground-cover roses 

Understanding the growth habits of each type is crucial. Hybrid tea roses, for 

example, typically produce three to four strong stems, each bearing a single 

flower. This means that planting just one hybrid tea may not create the visual 

impact gardeners often expect. Shrub roses and floribundas, by contrast, 

offer fuller, more abundant flowering habits and may deliver more presence 

in a small space.  

 

Feeding and Mulching 

Good nutrition and soil care are essential for vigorous growth and strong 

flowering. 

Feeding: Kerry recommends applying a controlled-release fertiliser in spring, 

once pruning is complete. For gardeners with many roses, this saves considerable time, as it avoids the need 

for a second application after the first flush of blooms.  If you do prefer to give a second feed, she suggests 

using Vitax 6X, an organic, nutrient-rich option. 

Kerry also recommended Uncle Tom’s Rose Tonic, available through the Rose Society website and some 

garden centres, as an excellent supplementary treatment for promoting plant health and vigour. 

 

Mulching:  
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Mulching plays an important role in reducing weeds and retaining soil moisture. Suitable materials include 

well-rotted manure, compost, or bracken, applied in a 3-inch layer. Always mulch after feeding to ensure 

nutrients are not blocked from reaching the soil.  

Deadheading for Continuous Blooms 

To keep roses flowering strongly throughout the season, deadheading is essential. Kerry reminded us to 

deadhead all roses except those we want to produce hips in autumn. Importantly, gardeners should remove 

not just the finished flower, but the entire flowering stem. This encourages new growth and extends the 

flowering period.  

 

Kerry’s favourite rose shown above: Absolutely Fabulous!  

 

M’s Action Diary for November 

• Continue to remove fallen leaves from lawns, but leave on bare soil to be dragged down by 

worms. 

• Tidy perennials by cutting flower stems at the base.  

Add them to the compost heap. 

• Plant tulips now. 

• Insulate outside taps. 

• Acers do not generally require  pruning but, if 

necessary, do it now! 

• Penstemons can be trimmed back by one third to 

tidy, but delay main trim until April or May. 

• Prune Apple and pear trees. 

• Cut back old leaves of hellebores. 

• Plant deciduous trees and shrubs and move any 

badly positioned ones. 

 

Green Gardening Tip – Plant for the Future 

November marks the true transition into winter—shorter days, dropping temperatures, and plenty of damp 

weather. While the gardening pace slows, it’s a crucial month for laying the groundwork for a more 

sustainable garden in the year ahead. With a few mindful approaches, you can support wildlife, improve soil 

health, and reduce waste, all while preparing your garden for the colder months 

As noted, both in Kelly’s talk on roses and Merida’s hints and tips above, November is one of the best months 

for planting bare-root trees, hedges, and fruit bushes. They establish well in cool, moist soil and are often 

cheaper and lower-impact than potted alternatives. Choosing native species—such as hawthorn, hazel, crab 

apple, or dog rose—supports biodiversity and provides food and shelter for birds and pollinators.  

You may have noticed that a rowan tree was recently planted at the corner of Upcorner Close.  This was 

kindly donated to the village by our member Rena Hume.  Thank you, Rena!  

Membership Update 

A big thank you to everyone who has already paid their subscriptions — we really appreciate your prompt 

support. Membership cards will be sent out in December, once next year’s programme has been finalised 

and our garden centre discounts are confirmed. 

If you haven’t yet paid, please note that subscriptions were due at the end of October. A blank membership 

form is attached to this email for anyone who has misplaced their original paperwork. 

Thank you! 
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Holiday 2026 -  Discover the Beauty of the Lake District  

5 Days – 18th – 22nd May 2026 

Join us on our holiday to appreciate the charm and tranquillity of England’s stunning Lake District on this five-

day escorted holiday. Enjoy comfortable half board accommodation at the 3★ Damson Dene Hotel, nestled 

in the peaceful countryside just five miles from Bowness-on-Windermere. Relax with superb facilities including 

an indoor pool, Jacuzzi, steam room, and sauna.  

What we will see: 

• Bridgemere Show Gardens 

• Yewbarrow House & Gardens – guided 

tour with tea or coffee & biscuits 

• Hill Top House (home of Beatrix Potter) 

• Holehird Gardens 

• Brantwood and Rydal Mount 

• Grasmere village 

• Sizergh Castle & Gardens 

• Trentham Gardens 

Cost £849 per person for a double room 

half board – see attached brochure for 

what is included and what is extra.  
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