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Inside this Issue Amersham in Bloom — Michelle
e This Month's Meeting Catanach
o Amersham in Bloom, Started by Michelle’s husband, Steve, in 2007,
o AGM Amersham in Bloom aimed fo brighten public spaces
o Autumn Show and bring people together through gardening. With
e M’'s Monthly Action Diary only a few volunteers and limited funds, the group
e Next Month's Meeting began by planting bulbs and tidying neglected areas.
e Green Gardening Tip of the Month As results appeared, more residents joined in, and the
e 2026 Holidoy to the Lake District project soon expanded to include sustainable

planting and biodiversity projects. Many local

e Christmas Party — 11th December 2025 _
businesses also

Michelle emphasised that community involvement has always been the driving force. Volunteers of all ages
take part in planting and maintenance, while local schools help design displays and learn about pollinators.
Local businesses also play a vital role, sponsoring planting projects, equipment, and displays, helping the
initiative continue to grow year after year. Scout groups, ' '
residents, and community organisations all contribute fime
and energy, making it a true town-wide effort.

The team’s efforts have earned national praise—most
notably when Amersham in Bloom was crowned Britain in
Bloom Champion in 2022. Projects like the Memorial
Gardens and wildflower meadows now stand as symbols of
pride, sustainability, and collaboration.

Michelle spoke about plans to expand wildflower zones,
involve more young people, and continue promoting
biodiversity. Her message was clear: community pride
grows, quite literally, when people come together—
residents, schools, and local businesses alike—to care for their town.

Annual General Meeting - Thursday, 9th October, 2025

We welcomed 38 members to the meeting. The reports from the Treasurer and the Chairman were
considered and the Committee, as shown at the foot of this newsletter, was re-elected. Richard Bolton stood
down as the Independent Examiner of the Accounts and was presented with a gift and thanked for his
dedication and commitment to the Gardens Association over many years.
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As Treasurer, Margaret Dykes, advised that there has been a significant rise in our running costs since the
membership fees were set at £15in 2018 and proposed an increase to our annual membership fee to £20.00
for the first member. This was carried unanimously.

The Minutes of the Meeting are attached. Post meeting note: We are delighted to report that Steve O'Connor
has agreed to become the Independent Examiner for next year. He is a Chartered Accountant.

Autumn Show 2025 at the AGM

at least 3 varieties

1st 2nd 3rd
Class 1 | Vase of Asters, 3 blooms Chin Fenton Sam Patel Chin Fenton
class 2 | A spray of Fuchsia blooms, Janet Worley Briony Briony
Wickenden Wickenden
Class 3 | Vase of Roses, 3 blooms, 1 variety Briony Margaret Sam Patel
Wickenden Dykes
Class 4 | Chrysanthemums, 3 blooms of any kind, may be NAS NAS Sam Patel
mixed
Class 5 | Any other flower, at least 3 stems, can be a mix of Sam Patel Claire Margaret
varieties Hodgson Dykes
Class 6 | Dahlia, 3 blooms, 1 variety Liz Chaplin Margaret Sam Patel
Dykes
Class 7 | 3 Apples, dessert or cooking, 1 cultivar Alan Clark Briony Alan Clark
Wickenden
Class 8 | Any other fruit Sam Patel Sam Patel Briony
Wickenden
Class 9 | Tomatoes, same variety or 1 truss, any type, with Chin Fenton Alan Clark Alan Clark
calyx in a dish
Class 10 | Trug or basket of salad plants, at least 3 varieties, Liz Chaplin Sam Patel Peter Bentall
not more than 60cm x 30 cm
Class 11 | 1 Pumpkin / Winter squash or Gourd Margaret Sam Patel Alan Fenton
Dykes
Class 12 | Cook’s Delight, trug or basket of mixed vegetables, Sam Patel Liz Chaplin
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Class 13 | Flowering Pot Plant (in flower) can be indoor or Alan Clark Chin Fenton Kathleen
outdoor, including bulbs & orchids. Martin
Class 14 | Foliage Pot Plant — (No flowers) can be indoor or Alan Clark Mary Sam Patel
outdoor, max pot size 8 inches Holloway
Class 15 | 3 bunches of culinary herbs, different kinds Gill Luker Alan Clark Briony
Wickenden
Class 16 | Mixed Foliage Display (No Flowering Material) in a Peter Bentall Sam Patel Mary
vase or jug. Holloway
Class 17 | Cactus or succulent, pot not to exceed 20 cm Alan Clark Sam Patel Margaret
Dykes
Class 18 | Bonsai tree, height from soil level not to exceed, 15 Raj Patel Sam Patel
cm
Class 19 | Carnivorous plant, any variety, pot not to exceed Sam Patel Sam Patel
15cm

As the member with the highest score, Sam Patel was awarded the
Fenton Cup having achieved 32 points, Alan Clark was second with
18 points and Briony Wickenden took 3rd place with 10 points. They
each received a garden voucher as their prize.

The member with most points gained at both the Spring and Autumn
Shows is awarded the Banksian Medal. Again, the winner was Sam
Patel, 52 points, Alan Clark came 279 with 35 points and Briony
Wickenden 3@ with 19 points.

Next Meeting — 13" November - Growing and Caring for Roses

| We're delighted to welcome Kerry Austin for an inspiring talk on Caring for and
Growing Roses. Kerry studied Horticulture at Brooksby Melton College,
i Leicestershire, before joining the Ornamental Team at RHS Wisley, where she cared
for the renowned Bowes Lyon Rose Garden. After four years, she became Head
Gardener at The Royal Natfional Rose Society, and now coordinates the Rochfords
International Rose Trial.

With her deep expertise in all things roses, Kerry will share invaluable insights on
how to nurture healthy, beautiful blooms year after year.

M’s Action Diary for October

¢ Trim hedges and topiary.

e Plant herbaceous perennials, tfrees and shrubs.

¢ Put grease bands around apple trees to catch winter codling moths. If frees are staked put grease bands
round them too.
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e Bush roses will benefit from being cut back by half to reduce the risk of wind
rock.

o Completely remove some of the oldest thickest stems on shrub roses, clambers

and rambles by cutting just above soil level.

Bring tender plants in pots under cover or wrap in fleece.

Raise pots onto feet to help drainage and give frost protection.

Empty ceramic pots and bring under cover to prevent frost damage.

Remove decaying leaves from ponds. Also keep lawns free from fallen leaves

and fruit.

Green Gardening Tip — Caring for you Soil Over Winter

As winter approaches, bare patches of soil offen appear across the garden. Left exposed, soil can lose
nutrients and structure, but a protective mulch will keep it healthy for spring planting.

Good mulching opftions include dampened autumn leaves, a mix of straw and grass clippings, chopped-up
pea or bean plants, or newspaper topped with grass to hold it down. Avoid adding compost now—it's better
used in spring when plants can benefit directly.

If your compost bin is full, store extra material in sacks and top up later as it settles. Keep bins covered to retain
warmth. Insulate worm bins with bubble wrap or move them into a sheltered spot to keep worms active
through winter.

Finally, support beneficial insects by leaving some leaf piles, a small log stack, or a few tufts of long grass for
shelter. These simple steps protect your soil and help the whole garden thrive when spring returns.

Holiday 2026 - Discover the Beauty of the Lake District

5 Days — 18t — 22nd May 2026

Join us on our holiday to appreciate the charm and franquillity of England’s stunning Lake District on this five-
day escorted holiday. Enjoy comfortable half board accommodation at the 3% Damson Dene Hotel, nestled
in the peaceful countryside just five miles from Bowness-on-Windermere. Relax with superb facilities including
an indoor pool, Jacuzzi, steam room, and sauna.

What we will see:

* Bridgemere Show Gardens

* Yewbarrow House & Gardens — guided
tour with tea or coffee & biscuits

¢ Hill Top House (home of Beatrix Potter)
* Holehird Gardens

* Brantwood and Rydal Mount

e Grasmere village

« Sizergh Castle & Gardens

* Trentham Gardens

Cost £849 per person for a double room
half board - see aftached brochure
aftached for what is included and what
is extra.
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Christmas Party at The Three Horseshoes

Thursday 11th December 6.30pm for 7.00 pm

We're delighted to invite you to our ever-popular Christmas Party, at a new venue, The Three Horseshoes in
Seer Green. Join us for a festive evening of good food, great company, and plenty of cheer!

You'll be greeted with a complimentary glass of wine or soft drink, followed by your choice from a delicious
traditional Christmas menu

e 2courses-£32
e 3 courses-£39
Additional drinks will be available to purchase at the bar.

Our very own Sam will be hosting one of her famously fiendish quizzes to test those little grey cells, and
there'll also be a raffle and a table centrepiece competition to add to the fun.

As places are limited, this event is open to members only and will be allocated on a first-come, first-served
basis — so don't delay!
Bookings must be received by 20 November, 2025

To book:

1. Make your payment — pay online (details on the booking form) or send a cheque to Margaret Dykes
at the address listed at the end of this newsletter.

2. Send your menu choices to Sam atf sumitrardpatel@outlook.com or bring them along to the
November meeting.

We're looking forward to celebrating the season with youl!

Your CSGGA Committee

Chairman and Membership Secretary:

Briony Wickenden Mulberry House, 54 Milton Fields, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4EP 01494 870482
brionywickendke@hotmail.com

Secretary:
Gill Aikens, Roughwood, London Road, Chalfont St Giles HP8 4ND 07747 003085 gpaikens1@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Margaret Dykes, 4 Roughwood Fields, Roughwood Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4AA 07919 313461
margaretrdykes@btinternet.com

Committee Members:

Claire Hodgson 07813 096205
Mary Holloway 01494 875793
Vicky Mogford 07876 563980
Eleanor O'Connor 01494 875646
Sam Patel sumifrardpatel@outlook.com
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